Supplementary Methods

TUNEL staining
TUNEL staining was performed using DeadEnd™ Fluorometric TUNEL System (Promega, G3250). Confluent monolayer of TKE2 cells was scraped and treated with 10 ng/ml CNTF or not for 24 hours. Cells were mounted in DAPI-containing mounting medium after TUNEL. The fluorescein-12-dUTP-labeled DNA and DAPI was visualized by fluorescence microscopy.
BrdU labelling and detection
BrdU labelling and detection was performed using 5-Bromo-2'-deoxy-uridine Labeling and Detection Kit II (Roche, Basel, Switzerland) . Confluent monolayer of TKE2 cells was scraped and treated with 10 ng/ml CNTF or not for 24 hours. Cells were incubated with BrdU labelling medium in a 5% CO2 incubator at 37 o C for 30 min. Next, cells were fixed and incubated with Anti-BrdU working solution for 30 min, followed by an Anti-mouse-Ig-AP solution incubation for 30 min. Subsequently, cells were incubated with freshly prepared Colour-substrate solution and evaluated in a light microscope.
